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INTRODUCTION 


A.  PURPOSE 

The  United  States  Travel  Service,  in  an  effort  to  more  effectively 
supply  travel  data  to  the  industry,  has  prepared  a  monthly  analysis 
of  foreign  visitor  arrivals  to  the  United  States. 

B.  OBJECTIVES 

Specifically,  the  report  was  designed  to  meet  the  following 
objectives : 

(1)  Assimilation  of  available  travel  market  data  from 
other  U.S.  Government  agencies,  government  tourist 
offices  of  other  countries,  and  international  travel 
associations. 

(2)  Analysis  of  statistical  material  highlighting  trends 
and  significant  events. 

C.  METHODOLOGY,  SCOPE,  LIMITATIONS 

(1)  Foreign  Visitor  Arrivals  to  the  U.S. 

Data  on  arrivals  are  based  upon  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  tabulations  of  Forms  1-94, 
a  document  which  visitors  to  the  United  States 
are  required  to  complete.   In  addition,  tabulations 
of  Forms  SW-434  are  included  in  the  figures  for 
Mexico  so  as  to  reflect  all  visitors  from  Mexico, 
excluding  border  crossers.   Data  on  Canadian  arrivals 
are  provided  by  Statistics  Canada. 

The  business  category  includes  B-1  visa  holders. 
The  pleasure  category  includes  B-2  visa  holders. 
The  transit  category  includes  C-1  (aliens  in 
transit)  visa  holders  and  C-4  (transit  without  visa) 
holders.   The  student  group  includes  F-1  and  F-2 
(students  and  their  families)  visa  holders.   The 
categories  reflect  the  definition  of  a  "tourist" 
as  defined  by  the  official  governmental  tourist  organ- 
ization, the  International  Union  of  Official  Travel 
Organizations  and  by  the  tourism  committee  of  Organization 
for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development. 


(2)   International  Travel  Market  of  Selected  Countries 

Data  for  this  section  are  the  result  of  many  contributors, 
primarily  international  organizations  such  as  the  Organization 
for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development  (OECD) ,  the  Inter- 
national Union  of  Official  Travel  Organizations  (lUOTO) ,  the 
United  States  Travel  Service  (USTS)  both  here  and  abroad,  and 
national  tourist  offices  of  various  foreign  governments.   In 
addition,  data  from  private  industry  studies  on  tourism  are 
included  in  this  publication. 

D.   CONCLUDING  REMARKS 

We  hope  that  the  users  of  this  information  will  keep  USTS 
informed  of  its  usefulness.   We  would  appreciate  any 
comments  on  either  the  form  or  content  of  the  data  and  any 
suggestions  on  how  USTS  might  improve  its  data  and  analytical 
services  to  the  industry. 


FOREIGN  VISITOR 
ARRIVALS  TO  THE  U.S, 


Highlights  of  Foreign  Visitor  Arrivals  to  the  United  States- 
April  and  First  Four  Months  1976 


Summary 

The  Easter  vacation  period,  as  anticipated,  contributed  to  a  significant 
rise  in  international  travel  to  the  U.S.,  particularly  from  Canada  and 
Mexico,  in  April  1976.   During  this  month,  arrivals  from  Canada,  Mexico 
and  overseas  countries  numbered  1,460,587,  representing  a  35 .  67o  increase 
over  the  April  1975  total. 

The  April  arrival  figures  bring  the  four-month  total  to  4,591,891,  repre- 
senting a  9.4%  gain  over  the  same  1975  period. 


Table 

1 

Arrivals  to 

the  U.S. 

April  1976 

April  1976 

April  1975 

7o  Change 

318,559 

240,118 

+32.77o 

242,601 

165,047 

+47.0 

899,427 

679,655 

+32.3 

1,460,587 

1,084,820 

+34.6 

Overseas 

Mexico 

Canada 

TOTAL 

Canadian  travelers  to  the  U.S.   during  April  this  year   totaled  899,427, 
a  32.37o  increase  over  the  volume  recorded  in  April  1975.   It  should  be 
noted  that  in  1975   Easter  occurred  in  March  which  partially  explains  this 
marked  jump  in  April  visitation  this  year. 

The  volume  of  Mexican  arrivals  in  April  also  recorded  a  strong  improvement 
over  the  previous  year  April  level,  rising  47-07o.   Again,  the  switching  of 
the  Easter  weekend  travel  period  from  March  in  1975  to  April  in  1976  was  the 
primary  reason  for  this  notable  monthly  rise  in  Mexican  visitors,  i 

Foreign  arrivals  in  the  U.S.  from  overseas  countries  continued  their  upswing 
in  April  1976,  with  a  32.77=  increase  over  the  level  recorded  during  April 
1975.   Travel  was  up  significantly  from  all  major  geographic  areas,  with 
increases  ranging  from  6.97o  for  Asian  visitors  to  ,80.57o  for  travelers  from 
Central  America. 

European  travel  to  the  U.S.  increased  44.57o  during  April--the  fourth  consecutive 
monthly  rise.   This  rise  was  largely  the  result  of  increased  travel  from  the 
three  major  European  markets--United  Kingdom,  up  39.07,;  West  Germany,,  up  64.57,; 
and  France,  up  38.97. 


other  European  nations  also  supplied  larger  numbers  of  foreign  visitors 
to  the  U.S.  in  April,  with  travel  increasing  58.8%  from  Italy,  29.8%  from 
Switzerland,  25.8%  from  the  Netherlands,  and  26.2%  from  Belgium. 

Although  Asian  travel  to  the  U.S.  as  a  whole  increased  in  April  1976,  Japanese 
travelers  ,  who   constitute  the  bulk  of  Asian  visitors,  declined  by  3.1%. 
This  represents  the  seventh  consecutive  monthly  decline  recorded  in  Japanese 
arrivals.   It  is  hoped  that  this  trend  will  soon  reverse  itself,  based  upon 
an  improving  Japanese  economy  and  U.S.  Bicentennial  promotion  now  underway 
in  Japan. 

With  respect  to  visitation  from  other  selected  countries,  April  saw  travel  to 
the  U.S.  increase  from:   Venezuela,  up  156, 17=;  Brazil,  up  65.9%,;  and  Australia, 
up  22.3%. 

First  Four  Months  1976 

Based  on  four-month  totals,  the  increase  in  foreign  visitor  arrivals  appears 
to  be  approaching  the  level  which  had  been  anticipated  for  this  Bicentennial 
period.   Through  April  1976,  total  international  travelers  to  the  U.S.  from 
Canada,  Mexico,  and  overseas  countries  numbered  4,591,891,  presenting  a  9.47= 
increase  over  the  volume  reported  during  the  first  four  months  of  1975. 

Table  2 
Arrivals  to  the  U.S. 

First  Four  Months  1976 

1st  4  Mos.  1976        1st  4  Mos.  1975     %  Change 

Overseas  1,099,646  971,108  +13.2% 

Mexico  605,183  646,480  (-  6.4) 

Canada  2.887,062  2,580,327  +11.9 

TOTAL  4,591,891  4,197,915  +  9.4 

The  level  of  Canadian  travel  to  the  U.S.  during  the  first  iour  months  of  1976 
exhibited  a  11.9%  improvement  over  the  same  1975  time  span  as  arrivals  totaled 
2.9  million. 

Mexican  travel,  on  the  other  hand,  recorded  a  -6,4%  drop  during  the  January 
through  April  1976  period.  This  decline  was  the  result  of  the  large  decreases 
in  Mexican  arrivals  which  occurred  during  January  and  March.  Of  some  concern 
for  the  level  of  future  Mexican  visitation  to  the  U.S.  is  the  significant  rise 
in  the  cost  of  a  Mexican  passport--up  from  $16  to  $64--and  the  increase  in  the 
cost  for  passport  renewal  from  $8  to  $48.  The  anticipated  impact  of  these  two 
developments  on  Mexican  outbound  travel  is  under  study. 

The  total  number  of  foreign  visitors  from  overseas  countries  d\iring  the  first 
four  months  of  1976  neared  the  1,1  million  mark,  constituting  a  13.2%  increase 
over  the  1975  four-month  total.   With  the  exception  of  Asia,  travel  from  all 
major  geographic  overseas  areas  rose  above  the  1975  levels. 


Europe,  the  major  source  of  overseas  visitors  to  the  U.S.,  supplied  25.3% 
more  arrivals  during  the  first  one-third  of  1976.   Consequently,  Europe's 
share  of  total  overseas  travel  to  America  increased  from  36.2%  for  this 
period  in  1975  to  40.0%  in  1976. 

Among  the  major  European  markets,  visitor  arrivals  were  on  the  rise  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  up  23.7%;  West  Germany,  up  26.1%  and  France,  up 
34.0%  during  the  first  four  months  of  this  year.   Additionally,  other 
major  sources  of  European  visitors  also  showed  favorable  travel  increases 
during  this  period,  with  arrivals  from  Italy  rising  36.3%;  Switzerland, 
up  19.8%;  the  Netherlands,  up  21.1%;  and  Belgium,  up  20.3%. 

Asian  travel  to  the  U.S.  dropped   2.8%  during  the  January  through  April 

period  in  1976,  primarily  as  a  result  of  the   12.0%  decline  experienced 

in  Japanese  visitors.   Because  of  this  significant  deflation  in  travel  to  the 

U.S.,  the  Japanese  share  of  total  overseas  visitors  decreased  from 

27.1%  for  the  first  four  months  of  1975  to  21.0%  for  the  same  time  span 

this  year. 

Examining  the  level  of  travel  to  the  U.S.  from  other  major  tourism  - 
exporting  countries  during  the  first  four  months  of  1976,  it  is  seen 
that  foreign  arrivals  increased  markedly  from  Australia,  by  25.3%; 
Brazil,  by  40.6%;  and  Venezuela,  by  50.8%. 


Highlights  of  Foreign  Visitor  Arrivals  to  the  U.S.  by  Mode  of  Transport- 
April  and  First  Four  Months  1976 


April  1976 

During  April  1976,  total  visitor  arrivals  to  the  U.S.  from  Canada,  Mexico 
and  all  overseas  countries  reached  1,460,587,  an  increase  of  34.6%  over 
April  1975. 

Table  3  below  shows  that  59.9%,  or  874,427,  of  the  international  arrivals 
during  April  1976  traveled  to  the  U.S.  by  land  and  39.4%,  or  575,560,  by 
air.   Less  than  1%  traveled  to  the  U.S.  by  sea  during  April. 

When  comparing  April  1976  to  April  1975,  slight  changes  can  be  detected  in 
the  proportion  of  international  visitor  arrivals  to  the  U.S.  by  mode  of 
transportation.   Air  travel  decreased  2  percentage  points  from  41%  in  1975 
to  39%  in  1976,  while  land  travel  increased  2  percentage  points  from  58% 
in  1975  to  60%  in  1976.   Sea  travel  represented  less  than  1%  of  all 
international  travel  to  the  U.S.  during  the  same  period  for  both  years. 


TABLE  3 

Total  Visitor 

Arrivals 

to  the  U.S. 

By  Mode  of 

Tran 

sportation 

April  1976 

Air 

Sea 

Land 

Total 

Canada 

230,630 

1,185 

667,612 

899,427 

Mexico 

45,367 

1,476 

195,758 

242,601 

Overseas 

299,563 

7,939 

11,057 

318,559 

TOTAL 

575,560 

10,600 

874,427 

1 

,460,587 

First  Four  Months  1976 

During  the  first  four  months  of  1976,  total  visitor  arrivals  to  the  U.S. 
from  Canada,  Mexico  and  all  overseas  countries  totaled  4,597,725,  a  9.5% 
increase  over  the  comparable  period  of  1975. 

Table  4,  below,  indicates  that  2,486,395  (54.1%)  of  all  international 
arrivals  to  the  U.S.  during  the  first  four  months  of  1976  traveled  by 
land,  while  45.2%  traveled  by  air  and  less  than  1%  by  sea. 

In  comparing  the  first  four  months  of  1976  to  the  same  period  for  1975, 
air  travel  increased  by  2  percentage  points  from  43%  in  1975  to  45.27o  in 

1976  while-  land  arrivals  decreased  2  percentage  points  from  56.2%  in  1975 

to  54.1%  in  1976. 

TABLE  4 

Total  Visitor  Arrivals  to  the  U.S.  by  Mode  of  Transportation 


First 

Four  Months  1976 

Air 

Sea 

Land 

Total 

Canada 

910,560 

2,139 

1,980,197 

2,892,896 

Mexico 

127,326 

4,007 

473,850 

605,183 

Overseas 

1,038,989 

28,309 

32,348 

1,099,646 

TOTAL 

2,076,875 

34,455 

2,486,395 

4,597,725 
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CHART   1 


FOREIGN  VISITOR  ARRIVALS  BY  REGION 
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Highlights  of  Travel  Between  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
First  Four  Months  1976 


The  U.S.  received  2.893  million  Canadian  visitors  during  the  first  four 
months  of  1976.  About  six  out  of  ten  (61.4%)  arrived  by  automobile  and 
stayed  two  or  more  nights.  Air  travel  represented  31.47c.  of  the  total 
market,  while  bus,  train  and  sea  arrivals  accounted  for  the  remaining  7. 2%, 

U.S.  citizen  departures  to  Canada  during  the  first  four  months  of  1976 
totaled  1,660,793,  representing  a  slight  decline  of  0.2%  from  the  com- 
parable period  on  1975.  Seventy  percent  of  the  American  departures  to 
Canada  were  by  auto,  while  21.6%  were  by  air  and  the  remaining  8.4%  by 
bus,  train  and  boat. 

During  the  first  four  months  of  1976,  Canadian  travel  to  the  U.S.  sur- 
passed U.S.  travel  to  Canada  by  1,232,104. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL  MARKET  OF  SELECTED  COUNTRIES 

SUMMARY:  "CANADIAN  VACATION  TRAVEL 
TO  THE  U.S.  IN  1975" 
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SUMMARY 

CANADIAN  VACATION  TRAVEL  TO  THE  U.S. 
IN  1975 


1.  Travel  to  the  U.S. : 

1974  -   1.6  million  trips 

1975  -   2.0  million  trips  (+25%  over  1974) 

2.  Expenditures  in  the  U.S.: 

1974  -   $631  million 

1975  -   $777  million  (+237o  over  1974) 

3.  U.S.  Share:   The  U.S.  share  of  Canadian  vacation  trips  and  expenditures 

increased  from  1974  to  1975. 


Trips 

Expenditures 

1974 

22% 

26% 

1975 

24% 

27% 

4 .  Canadian  Adults  Who  Took  Holidays:   63% 

5.  Canadian  Adults  Who  Traveled  During  Their  Holiday:   597o 

6.  Primary  Reasons  for  Not  Traveling;   Financial  (33%) 

Personal  Obligations  or  Health  Problems  (20%) 
Working  (21%) 

7.  Attitudes  of  Non-Travelers  Towards  Vacationing:   About  62%,  either  have 
traveled  in  other  years  or  would  like  to  vacation  more  often. 

8.  Use  of  Travel  Agent;   Yes  (23%),  No  (77%)  =  100% 

9.  Use  of  Package  Tours:   Inclusive  package  tour  (307.,),  Arrangements 
separately  (667o)  ,  Not  stated  (4%)  =  100%  (Based  on  non-auto  travelers) 

10.  Use  of  Charter  Flights:   Regular  flight  (78%),  Charter  flight  (20%), 
Not  stated  (2%)  =  100%   (Based  on  air  travelers) 

11.  U.S.  Destination  (Based  on  Trips): 

The  South  24%  Mountain  West  8% 

Far  West  21%  U.S.  Islands  7% 

Eastern  Gateway  19%  George  Washington  Country  5% 

New  England  16%  Frontier  West  3% 


Great  Lakes  Country      12% 


Total  115% 


12.  Residence;   Ontario  (39%),  Prairie  Provinces  (14%),  British  Columbia  (14%) 

Quebec  (27%),  Atlantic  Provinces  (5%),  Other  (1%)  =  100% 

13.  Language;   English  (67%),  French  (21%),  Other  (12%) 
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14.  Sex:  Male  (46%),  Female  (54%) 

15.  Age:   18-29  years  (33%),  30-39  years  (19%),  40-49  years  (15%), 

50  years  &  over  (33%)  =  1007o  Mean  age  -  41  years 

16.  Marital  Status:   Attached  (60%),  Unattached  (40%) 

17.  Education  Completed; 


18, 


University  or  Higher 

24% 

Technical/Preparatory  School 

16% 

High  School 

47% 

Primary/Elementary  School 

11% 

No  Formal  Education/  No  Response 

2% 

100% 

Occupation: 

Professional/Sales/White  Collar 

46% 

Skilled  Workers 

26% 

Other 

28% 

100% 

Annual  Family  Income: 

$15,000  &  over 

53% 

$10,000  to  14,999 

25% 

$  5,000  to  9,999 

14% 

Under  $5,000 

5% 

No  response 

3% 

100% 

20.  Family  Composition;   Adults  only  (58%),  Adults  with  children  (42%) 

21.  Purpose  of  Trip: 

Spend  time  at  a  vacation  spot  42% 

Visit  friends/Relatives  33% 

Sightseeing  &  doing  things  in  cities  &  towns  28% 

Sightseeing  &  doing  things  away  from  cities  &  towns  187o   I  350 

Camping/Tenting/Fishing/Boating/Other  outdoor  activities    187> I 

Shopping  14% 

Other  22% 


175% 


22.   Total  Adults  in  Party:   2.76 


23.  Mode  of  Transport:   Auto  (55%),  Air  (33%),  Bus  (8%),  Motor  Camper  (4%), 

Other  (3%)  =  100% 

24.  Seasonality:   Dec.  to  March  (29%),  April  to  May  (11%),  June  to  Sept.  (48%) 

October  to  November  (12%)  =  100% 


.45 

25.  Length  of  Stay:   12,2  nights 

26.  Acconnnodation:   Motel  (377o)  ,  Friends/Relatives  (29%),  Hotel  (257o)  , 

Trailersites/Campgrounds  (18%),  Other  (13%)  =  122% 

27.  Favorable  Impressions  of  the  U.S.:   Physical  beauty,  facilities,  weather, 
friendly  people,  and  relaxed  pace  in  certain  areas  of  the  country. 

28.  Unfavorable  Impressions  of  the  U.S.:   None  (58%),  city  conditions,  primarily 
related  to  smog,  traffic  and  fear  of  crime. 
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FINDINGS 
VACATION  TRAVEL  BY  CANADIANS  IN  1975 


INTRODUCTION 

The  following  analysis  highlights  data  from  the  survey  entitled 
Vacation  Travel  By  Canadians  in  1975.   The  survey  was  conducted  by 
Traveldata  for  both  the  U.S.  and  Canada.   Specifically,  sponsors  of 
the  19V5  survey  were:   1)   The  United  States  Travel  Service;  2)  The 
Canadian  Government  Office  of  Tourism;  3)   The  Canadian  Ministry  of 
Transport;  4)  The  New  Brunswick  Department  of  Tourism,  and  5)  The 
Montreal  Star,  Ltd. 

This  survey  represents  the  tenth  in  a  series  of  annual  studies 
describing  Canadian  holidays,  vacation  trips,  habits  and  characteristics 
of  the  travelers.   In  addition,  the  analysis  incorporates  some  of  the 
findings  from  the  prior  studies  to  facilitate  trend  analysis  during  the 
1966-75  period. 

The  survey  was  based  on  a  national  probability  sample  involving  6,349 
interviews  with  individuals  18  years  old  and  over. 

OVERALL  CANADIAN  VACATION  PATTERNS 

Canadian  Adults  Who  Took  Holidays.   The  popularity  of  vacationing 
continued  to  increase  in  1975.   Ten  years  ago  only  52%  of  Canadian  adults 
took  holidays,  compared  to  63%  in  1975.   The  growth  of  vacationing  was 
more  dramatic  in  the  Atlantic  Provinces  than  elsewhere  within  Canada, 
presumably  because  of  the  atypically  depressed  travel  from  these  provinces 
resulting  primarily  from  1974  fuel  shortages. 

Canadian  Adult  Travel  During  Their  Holidays.  Vacation  travel  increased 
significantly  in  1975,  reversing  the  slight  downturn  in  1973  and  1974 
and  reaching  a  high  of  59%. 

Characteristics  of  Travelers.   The  growth  in  vacation  travel  in  1975  was 
widespread,  with  Canadians  in  virtually  every  region,  socio-economic 
position  and  age  group  traveling  more. 


Multiple  Vacation  Trips,   The  incidence  of  multiple-trips  remained  the 
same  as  in  1974.   Among  the  59%  who  traveled,  the  majority  (41%)  took 
only  one  trip  in  1975.  Of  the  remaining  18%,  12%  took  2  trips  and  6% 
took  three  or  more  trips. 

Non-Travelers.   In  1975,  41%  of  the  Canadians  who  to^k  holidays  did  not 
travel.   Of  this  group,  only  15%  of  the  non- travelers  claimed  a  "lack  of 
interest"  as  the  main  reason  for  not  traveling  in  1975,  claiming  they 
"prefer  activities  around  the  home."  An  additional  8%  did  not  travel 
because  they  had  other  financial  priorities,  such  as  the  need  to  buy  a 
car  or  refrigerator  before  they  felt  they  could  spend   >ney  on  a  trip. 
Others  indicated  they  were  not  in  a  position  to  travel,  either  for  financial 
reasons  (33%)  ,  personal  obligations  or  health  problems  (207o)  ,  or  because 
they  were  working  (21%) . 
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The  Socio-Economic  Influence  on  Non-Travel,   "Working"  was  a  key  reason 
for  not  vacationing  away  from  home  for  persons  in  the  upper  and  upper- 
middle  segments  of  the  non- traveling  population. 

Attitudes  of  Non-Travelers  Towards  Vacationing.   There  appeared  to  be 
a  considerable  latent  interest  in  vacation  travel  among  non-travelers. 
About  627o  of  the  non- travelers  either  have  traveled  in  other  years  or 
would  like  to  vacation  more  often.   Only  about  10%  of  the  non-travelers 
indicated  they  prefer  not  to  travel  at  all.   Interestingly,  attitudes 
toward  vacation  travel  differ  very  little  between  socio-economic  strata. 
In  all  segments,  over  60%  like  to  travel.   In  the  upper  stratum,  the 
actual  travel  is  much  more  common--187o  of  the  non-travelers  have  traveled 
in  other  years,  compared  to  only  6%  in  the  lower  stratum. 

CANADIAN  VACATION  TRIPS 

The  Information  in  this  section  is  based  on  vacation  trips  as  compared  to 
indi.vLdual  vacation  travelers. 

Destinations  of  Canadians  on  Vacation.   The  U.S.  received  a  slightly 
larger  share  of  the  Canadian  vacation,  travel  market  in  1975--24%,  compared 
to  227o  in  1974,  representing  a  recovery  from  a  year  when  fuel  shortages 
affected  travel  volume  from  Canada. 

Canada's  share  of  the  vacation  travel  market  remained  relatively  stable  in 
1975,  with  trips  within  Canada  accounting  for  66%  of  all  vacation  trips 
by  Canadians.   Canadian  vacation  trips  to  overseas  countries  decreased 
slightly,  from  12%  in  1974  to  107o  in  1975.   The  decline  in  overseas  travel 
occurred  primarily  in  trans-Atlantic  travel  while  southern  traffic  (to 
the  Caribbean  and  Bermuda)  maintained  its  share. 

Trpvel  to  the  United  States  accounted  for  the  remaining  24%  of  the  estimated 
2  million  vacation  trips  to  the  U.S.   The  South  (24%)  and  the  Far  West  (21%) 
together  represented  the  destination  regions  for  nearly  half  of  all  Canadian, 
vacation  trips  to  the  U.S.   By  adding  the  Eastern  Gateway  region  (197o)  , 
New  England  (167o),  and  the  Great  Lakes  Country  (12%),  together  these  5 
regions  represented  the  destinations  for  over  90%  of  all  Canadian 
trips  to  the  U.S. 

With  respect  to  growth  between  1974  and  1975,  the  Eastern  Gateway  (+67%), 
the  South  (+43%)  and  the  Mountain  West  (+427o)  recorded  the  largest  Canadian 
visitor  trip  increases. 

Expenditure  Estimates.   The  Increase  in  vacation  trips  in  1975  and  the 
higher  per  iiiip  expenditure  resulted  in  a  22%  rise  in  total  Canadian  vacation 
spending  over  1974--dt  approximately  $2.9  billion. 

Canadian  vacation  expenditures  in  the  U.S.  totaled  $777  million  in  1975 
or  about  a  27%  share  of  the  total  Canadian  vacation  expenditures. 

Estimated  expenditures  for  each  destination  reflected  to  a  great  extent  the 
traveler  increases--with  the  Eastern  Gateway,  the  South,  and  Mountain  West 
regions  experiencing  the  largest  influx  of  tourist  dollars  in  the  U.S. 
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The  average  trip  expenditure  in  the  U.S.  in  1975  increased  14%  from  1974, 
from  $570  to  $650,  reflecting  inflationary  cost  increases  and  longer 
length  of  stays.   By  way  of  comparison,  the  average  trip  expenditure  within 
Canada  was  estimated  at  $360  (+16%  over  1974),  and  $1,575  to  overseas 
destinations  (+15%  over  1974). 

Per  day  party  expenditures  were  $30  in  Canada  (+11%  over  1974),  $57  in  the 
U.S.  (+14%  over  1974)  and  $70  outside  of  North  America  (+19%  over  1974). 

With  respect  to  travel  to  the  U.S.,  the  over  40,  married  and  upscale 
travelers  tended  to  spend  the  most  on  vacations. 

Canadians  who  traveled  to  the  U.S.  by  air  spent  considerably  more  on  the 
average  than  those  vacationing  by  car.   Similarly,  those  on  package  tours 
and  charter  flights  to  the  U.S.  Spent  more  than  did  passengers  on  scheduled 
flights  and  independently-arranged  vacations. 

The  winter  market  was  more  lucrative  than  the  spring,  summer  or  fall  markets. 
In  particular,  the  winter  market  primarily  consisted  of  vacationers  to  the 
South,  Frontier  West  and  the  U.S.  Islands. 

Canadian  visitors  to  the  U.S.  who  stayed  at  a  winter  vacation  spot  had 
the  highest  total  and  per  day  expenditures.  Those  visiting  friends  or 
relatives  had  the  lowest  expenditures. 

Destination  by  Province.   From  1974  to  1975,  there  was  a  growth  in  the  U.S. 
share  of  trips  from  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  a  decline  in  overseas  vacation 
travel  by  Ontario  and  Manitoba  residents.   Specifically,  in  1975,  the  U.S. 
share  of  Ontario  trips  was  24%,  (compared  to  217o  in  1974),  while  the  U.S. 
share  of  Quebec  trips  was  29%  (compared  to  25%  in  1974). 

Mode  of  Travel.  As  might  be  expected,  travel  by  air  was  not  as  popular  in 
1975  as  it  was  during  the  energy  crisis  year  of  1974.  Air  trips  accounted 
for  33%  of  the  1975  trips  and  39%  of  the  1974  trips.   In  comparing  air 
travel  in  1975  with  air  travel  prior  to  the  energy  crisis,  however,  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  use  of  this  mode.   For  purposes  of  comparison  the 
following  proportion  of  air  travel  relates  only  to  trips  to  the  U.S. 
Mainland.   In  1973,  23%  of  the  Canadian  trips  to  the  U.S.  Mainland  were 
by  air  compared  to  34%  in  1974  and  29%  in  1975. 

A  lessening  of  the  fuel  crisis  rendered  the  automoblici  a  more  valuable 
alternative  to  the  airplane  in  1975.   Auto  travel  accounted  for  55%  cf 
the  vacation  trips  to  the  U.S.  in  1975,  f;ompared  to  48%  in  1974.   When 
comparing  auto  travel  to  the  U.S.  Mainland  during  the  pas.;:  three  years, 
however,  it  should  be  noted  that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  u^e  of  this 
mode.   For  example,  auto  travel  accounted  for  65%  of  the  Conadian  trips 
to  the  U.S.  Mainland  in  1973,  compared  to  52%  in  1974  and  59%  in  1975. 

The  Popularity  of  Inclusive  Package  Tours.   In  1975,  20%  of  all  "non-auto" 
Canadian  trips  (or  essentially  trips  by  commercial  carriers)  involved 
inclusive  package  tours,  an  increase  of  4  percentage  points  over  4  years 
(when  last  measured). 
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In  the  survey,  an  "inclusive  package  tour"  was  defined  for  the  respondent 
as  a  trip  where  "transportation,  accomodation  and  other  arrangements  were 
bought  as  part  of  an  inclusive  package  tour"  as  opposed  to  "arrangements 
for  transportation  and  accomodation  made  separately." 

As  expected,  the  use  of  inclusive  package  tours  was  more  popular  for  travel 
to  the  U.S.  than  for  travel  within  Canada.   In  1975,  31%  of  all  U.S.  "non- 
auto"  trips  (or  13%  of  all  Canadian  trips  to  the  U.S.)  involved  package 
tours.   By  way  of  contrast,  667o  of  all  U.S.  "non-auto"  trips  involved 
making  arrangements  separately.   The  remaining  37o  did  not  respond  to  the 
question. 

The  Use  Of  Travel  Agents.   Canadian  travelers  are  using  travel  agents 
considerably  more  than  they  did  5  years  ago.   In  1970,  a  travel  agent  was 
consulted  in  planning  for  TL   of  all  trips.   In  1975,  the  proportion  grew  to 
16%.   Travel  agents  are  most  commonly  used  by  air  travelers  (46%,),  when 
planning  trips  to  overseas  countries  (687=)  ,  when  buying  a  package  tour 
(817o)  and  traveling  on  charter  flights  (84%)  . 

Since  1970  the  use  of  a  travel  agent  has  increased  significantly  when 
planning  trips  to  overseas  countries,  the  United  States,  and  for  cross- 
country travel  in  Canada. 

In  1975,  an  estimated  23%  of  the  Canadian  trips  to  the  U.S.  involved  the 
use  of  a  travel  agent  in  the  planning  of  the  trip.   About  507o  of  the  air 
trips  to  the  U.S.  and  29%  of  the  bus  trips  involved  a  travel  agent.   On  the 
other  hand,  only  7%  of  the  auto  trips  to  the  U.S.  and  6%  of  the  train  trips 
involved  the  use  of  a  travel  agent. 

As  might  be  expected  the  use  of  a  travel  agent  was  most  popular  for  air 
trips,  for  trips  that  lasted  longer  than  one  week,  for  winter  or  non-summer 
trips,  and  for  trips  to  vacation  spots. 

Charter  Flights.   In  1975  about  20%  of  the  Canadian  air  trips  to  the  U.S. 
were  by  charter.   By  way  of  comparison,  about  67,  of  the  air  trips  within 
Canada  were  by  charter,  50%  of  the  air  trips  to  the  Caribbean  were  by 
charter  and  387,  of  the  air  trips  to  Europe  were  by  charter.   As  might 
be  expected,  the  most  popular  U.S.  destinations  for  charter  flights  were 
the  U.S.  Islands, Florida  and  Cal^ifornia. 

Purpose  of  Travel.   In  1975,  the  most  popular  reason  for  Canadian  travel 
to  the  U.S.  was  to  spend  some  time  at  a  vacation  spot--427,  of  the  trips  to 
the  U.S.  were  for  this  purpose.   The  second  most  popular  reason  stated  was 
to  visit,  friends  and  relatives  (337,),  followed  by  "sightseeing  and  doing 
things  in  cities  and  towns"  '^28%  of  the  trips).   Participation  in  non-city 
activities  accounted  for  36%  of  the  trips--sightseeing  and  doing  things 
away  from  cities  or  towns  (287o)  ,  camping  and  tenting  (10%)  and  fishing, 
boating  and  other  outdoor  activities  (87o) .   (Includes  multiple  responses.) 
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Among  those  traveling  in  Canada,  "to  visit  friends  and  relatives"  'at  52%), 
remained  the  most  popular  reason  for  vacationing.   The  next  most  popular 
reasons  were  "to  spend  some  time  at  a  vacation  spot"  (257<.)  and  "sightseeing 
and  doing  things  in  cities  and  towns"  (15%). 

From  1974  to  1975  there  were  increases  in  the  proportion  of  Canadian  visitors, 
who  traveled  only  in  Canada  as  well  as  to  the  U.S.,  who  traveled  for  the 
purposes  of  "spending  some  time  at  a  vacation  spot,"  "sightseeing"  and 
"doing  things  in  cities  and  towns"  and  "shopping." 

Length  of  Trip.   The  average  vacation  trip  by  Canadians  in  the  U.S.  lasted 
12.2  nights  in  1975,  almost  one  day  longer  than  the  11.5  reported  in  1974. 

With  respect  to  Canadian  vacation  travel  in  Canada,  there  was  a  marginal 
increase  in  the  length  of  trips,  from  11.6  nights  in  1974  to  12.0  nights 
in  1975.   Canadian  trips  to  overseas  destinations  decreased  slightly  during 
this  time  period. 

Seasonality.   Vacationing  in  Canada  continued  to  be  primarily  a  summer 
activity.   Travel  to  the  U.S.,  in  contrast,  tended  to  be  split  more  equally 
between  "summer"  and  "winter"  seasons  with  51%  of  the  trips  taken  between 
June  and  September.   Canadian  vacation  arrivals  in  the  U.S.  on  a  quarterly 
basis  were  as  follows:   1st  Quarter  (23%),  2nd  Quarter  (17%),  3rd  Quarter 
(42%),  and  4th  Quarter  (18%).   In  1975,  slightly  more  Canadians  traveled 
between  December  and  April  than  in  1974,  reflecting  the  recovery  in  the 
driving  market  to  Florida. 

Accommodations .   Between  1973  and  1975  there  has  been  almost  no  change  in 
accommodation  patterns  of  Canadians  who  visit  the  U.S. 

In  1975,  the  most  popular  types  of  accommodation  used  by  Canadian  visitors 

to  the  U.S.  were  motels  (377o)  ,  hotels  (25%)  and  staying  with  friends  and  relatives 

''29%),  trailer  sites/campgrounds  (18%),   Clncludes  multiple  responses. ") 

As  one  might  expect,  the  type  of  accommodation  used  on  U.S.  trips  differed 
considerably  depending  on  the  nature  of  the  destination.   For  example, 
camping  was  far  more  popular  in  New  England  and  the  Mountain  West  regions 
than  elsewhere.   Ethnic  and  social  ties  with  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
resulted  in  a  large  proportion  of  visitors  staying  with  friends  or  relatives. 
Hotels  were  predictably  more  often  patronized  on  trips  to  the  South  and 
Far  West  regions,  while  motels  were  preferred  by  travelers  to  the  Mountain 
West  region. 

Trip  Planning.   Travelers  to  the  U.S.  were  asked--"how  long  before  you 
started  on  this  trip  did  you  decide  to  visit  the  U.S.?"   Almost  half  (47%) 
of  the  vacationers  to  the  U.S.  decided  to  visit  the  country  within  only  4 
weeks  of  departure,  while  others  divided  almost  equally  between  1  and  2 
months  prior  planning  time  (20%),  2  and  4  months  (157o),  and  over  4  months 
(19%). 
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There  was  not  much  difference  between  the  decision  lead-time  of  automobile 
and  air  travelers.   However,  among  air  travelers,  those  on  a  package  tour 
or  a  charter  flight  had  significantly  earlier  planning  patterns  than  those 
on  independently  arranged  trips  or  on  scheduled  flights,  primarily  a 
function  of  the  advance  booking  requirements  of  charter  flights. 

Favorable  Impressions  of  the  U.S.   Canadians  who  had  traveled  to  the  U.S. 
on  vacations  during  1975  were  asked  what  were  their  "most  favorable 
impressions  about  vacationing  in  the  U.S."  were. 

Responses  were  varied  and  implied  that  the  U.S.  is  a  country  with  a 
broad  base  of  appeals  to  Canadians.   The  physical  beauty  was  most  impressive 
to  visitors--particularly  the  beaches  and  the  water,  as  well  as  the  scenery 
in  general. 

Attractive  to  an  equal  number  were  "facilities"  encountered  by  the  tourist-- 
including  accommodations,  restaurants, and  the  variety  of  articles  and  low 
prices  for  the  shoppers. 

Other  aspects  of  appeal  were  the  weather,  friendly  people,  and  relaxed 
pace  in  certain  areas  of  the  country,  followed  by  specific  sigbtseei'^c; 
activities,  attractions,  events  and  entertainment. 

Unfavorable  Impressions  of  the  U.S.   About  58%  of  the  Canadians  who 
vacationed  in  the  U.S.  had  no  unfavorable  impressions  to  report. 

Of  the  427c,  who  did  name  some  aspect  of  their  trip  which  they  did  not  like, 

the  unfavorable  impression  listed  most  often  related  to  city  conditions  in 

the  U.S.  ranging  from  complaints  of  "dirtiness"  and  "too  much  smog"!* ,  to  "traffic 

problem£i"and  "violence". 

Very  few  Canadian  visitors  found  American  people  to  be  "unfriendly"  or 
"discourteous"  towards  Canadians. 
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